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Tell us what you think

he biggest and most

comprehensive consultation
exercise of Neighbourhood
Watch members and supporters has
been launched this month by
the National Neighbourhood
Watch Association (NNWA).

Copies of the six-page questionnaire
have been emailed to thousands of
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators
and association officials. An online
version of the survey has been developed
and can be accessed by going to our
website at www.neighbourhoodwatch.net

And a series of regional meetings and seminars are
to be held in major cities up and down the UK where
Neighbourhood Watch grassroots activists can meet
with Trustees from the NNWA Board and voice their
opinions.

The consultation exercise is a key part of NNWA's
Review and Development Programme for 2006.

The main aim of the review is to transform the
NNWA and create a more democratic structure,
better equipped to serve and support the needs of
the modern Neighbourhood Watch movement
throughout the UK

The Board of Trustees is very keen to involve and
engage as many Neighbourhood Watch groups and
associations — and all shades of opinion — in helping
to shape the future plans, policies and processes of
the NNWA.

Chair of the Board of Trustees, Roy Rudham, said:
“These are important and exciting times for
Neighbourhood Watch in this country. We want to
be in the forefront of plans to put communities at the
heart fighting local crime.

“The Board of NNWA will be listening carefully to

what the movement has to say about how we

make NNWA more effective and more efficient. |

urge everyone who has the interests of

Neighbourhood Watch at heart to take the time to
complete our questionnaire.

“With your support we can create a
strong, vibrant and successful national
organisation to represent Neighbourhood
Watch in the future and help shape a

brighter  future  for .
NNWA and the wider ;r\\
movement.” PR)‘

L
The closing date by
which the questionnaire must be
completed and returned is
Tuesday, 18 April 2006 \N

Future issues of NNWA NewsWatch will keep you
informed both about the results of the survey and
on progress made as the Review and
Development Programme moves ahead.

An Extraordinary General Meeting will be held in
the summer to allow a full debate and vote to be
taken prior to any proposed changes to the
constitution, structure and other areas of NNWA
affairs coming into effect.

If you do not have access to
the NNWA website and wish
to receive a copy of the
questionnaire then please
contact the NNWA
headquarters phone helpline

01707 638814




NewsWatch special focus ...

Time to get tough on crime - that’s the view of teenagers

esearchers who spent

time

quizzing

youngsters out on the streets, in schools and
youth clubs have produced a revealing report
on young people’s attitudes to crime and justice.

The majority of teenagers in the study group felt the criminal justice
system was inadequate at protecting both law-abiding citizens and

victims of crime.

When asked what they would do if they were Chief Constable, the

results showed that teenagers are likely to be as
tough on crime as their parents.

On their hit list of things they would do to improve
law and order were:

Make more effort to solve crimes and report
results to victims

Have a more visible police presence

Re-open local police stations

Among the things they want to see the Police do
were:

Solve crimes more speedily and bring the
criminals to justice more quickly

Help victims by punishing the criminals
Crack down on street crime
Not profile young people as troublemakers.

On the subject of drugs, there was no great desire
from the teenagers to see drugs legalised and only
15% thought that legalising all drugs would cut
crime.

The survey, was conducted in the City of
Westminster among 450 teenagers — including
young offenders — by the respected firm of
researchers Forsythe Consulting on behalf of the
Metropolitan Police.

Almost half of the young people interviewed had
either been a victim of crime or had witnessed crime
in the past 18 months.

The majority emphasised the need for the police to
be more approachable and more polite. They were
more in favour of zero tolerance policing and less
sure about the “softer approach” of neighbourhood
policing.

Presenting his findings, research director Greville
Percival described the views given by teenagers as
“similar to those that could appear in the Daily Mail.”

the Yellow Card for bad behaviour.

Hampshire County Council has taken a
leaf out of the ref’s book and now has its
own Yellow Card scheme to combat anti-
social behaviour.

I t's not just football referees who show

The Yellow Card scheme is run by the Police and
a 30-strong team of accredited community safety
officers throughout Hampshire.

Paul Hayes, Community Safety Manager, said that
football was something that young people could
relate to. Time and effort has been spent by
members of Paul's team visiting local schools to
explain the Yellow Card scheme.

Youngsters  who
are caught creating
a nuisance on the
streets receive a
Yellow Card first
warning and their
parents are
informed by letter.

If they re-offend within six month there’s a further Yellow
Card and a final warning letter sent to the parents.

A third strike could then result in a fixed penalty
notice being issued. Since the scheme started, a
year ago, more than 300 Yellow Cards have been
issued. — the majority to 15 and 16-year-olds.

Paul Hayes says he’s encouraged that the scheme
has made an impact and parents are being made
accountable for the anti-social behaviour of their
children.

Visit our website www.neighbourhoodwatch.net




... on Young People and Crime

have placed orders for a new device
designed to deter youngsters from loitering
outside shops.

N early 100 stores and some local councils

Called the Mosquito, it emits a
piercing, high frequency sound that is
audible only, in 90 per cent of cases,
to people under the age of 20. While
teenagers are forced to run for cover,
most adults remain oblivious.

The Mosquito was
invented by Howard
Stapleton, the managing director of Compound
Security Systems in  Merthyr Tydfil, Mid
Glamorgan, who designed it for his local store.
He said he came up with the idea after reading
how hearing levels changed with age and had spent “a
couple of hundred hours” researching the subject.

The first retailer to try the system was Robert Gough, who
owns a Spar shop in Barry, South Wales. He said that
gangs had now disappeared from his shop. “Either someone
has come along and wiped them off the face of the earth, or
it's working,” he said.

Meanwhile, across country in Norfolk, it's the pungent smell
of Jeyes cleaning fluid that's keeping unruly teenagers from
hanging about.

Norwich police have given out bottles of
disinfectant to families who complain about
problems with anti-social behaviour, along
with instructions to coat walls around their
homes.

Sgt Chris Winter, in charge of neighbourhood policing in the
Tuckswood area, came up with the idea following a
conference in Newcastle last year. So far police have used it
in three areas and have deterred rowdy youngsters each
time, as its strong odour helps prevent them congregating.

Home Secretary and local Norwich MP Charles Clarke said:
"This looks like an interesting idea and | will be interested to
hear the outcome.”

For more information about the
Mosquito sound system go to:
www.compoundsecurity.co.uk

TV News appeals to
Neighbourhood Watch
to capture teenage
yobs on film

ITV News is planning a series of
reports on teenage crime and is
seeking help from Neighbourhood
Watch groups to capture the true
picture of what really goes on.

Producer Sharon Patrick is looking for
“real stories from real people about real
issues” to help bring home to a wider TV
audience the problems facing
communities blighted by teenage crime.

National
Neighbourhood
Watch Association
is co-operating
with  ITV ~ News
because it believes
this is a story that
needs telling and
ITV will do it in a
responsible way.

The news programme is particularly
interested in hearing from
Neighbourhood Watch members living in
areas where teenage crime is a serious
problem, and from anyone who has
video or CCTV footage of young vandals
or hooligans on the rampage.

Sharon Patrick said: “We would not want
anyone to put themselves at risk by
coming forward. Anyone who feels they
have a story to tell can be assured they
will not be identified if that is their wish.”

Sharon can be contacted by email at:
Sharon.Patrick@itn.co.uk or by
telephone on 0207 430 4761

Telephone NNWA on 01707 638814 or 638815
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"1 when it's

NOT an emergency

new telephone number - 101 — is to
Abe launched to deal with calls from
the public seeking advice and action
on community safety and anti-social

behaviour issues. All calls will be charged at
a fixed rate of 10p.

Trials of the new, Single Non-Emergency Numb
(SNEN) will begin in Hampshire, Northu
Cardiff, Sheffield, Leicester and Rutland Cou
summer.

In 2004 there were around 10 million call

other deliberate

ion and harassment

ned vehicles

Rubbish and litter, including fly tipping
People being drunk or rowdy in public places
Drug related anti-social behaviour

Street lighting.

The service is designed to improve the delivery of
non-emergency services by ensuring a better co-
ordinated response by local agencies, while freeing
up the 999 service to handle emergency incidents.

The Professionals:
New standards set
for police

Views are being actively canvassed by the
Home Office and Association of Chief
Police Officers (ACPO) before a new
professional code for the police service is
introduced later this year.

Launching the three month public

consultation Home Office Minister

Hazel Blears said: "The new

Code of Professional Standards

will ensure that every police

officer understands the high
standards demanded of them by the public in the
modern police service.

"Effective policing relies on the
police having the confidence of the
communities they serve and this
consultation gives the public an
opportunity to contribute to the
values and standards they expect
of police officers.

The new professional code is the result of an 18-
month review. It includes new principles on the
values of fairness and equality put forward by the
Commission for Racial Equality.

The code will apply to all police officers and
special constables. Police community support
officers and other police staff are covered by
separate arrangements.

Full details about the code and the public
consultation process can be found at:
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/about-
us/haveyoursay

Adviser called in to help raise funds

Association to advise on how it can attract more sponsorship and financial support.

Q n expert in charity fund-raising is to work with the National Neighbourhood Watch
The Charities Aid Foundation has approved an NNWA application for consultancy to help

boost its finances.

NNWA Director of Development Nigel Davies said: “The consultant will help us to draw up a
plan and hopefully provide some fresh ideas on how we can raise funds to support our work.”

Over the past 18 months the NNWA has worked hard to save money by moving out of its
expensive office accommodation in central London and relocating to Hatfield and by greatly

reducing the number of full-time staff.

Neighbourhood Watch ~ developing safer communities
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