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Lancashire Neighbourhood Watch Forum
www.LNWF.co.uk
COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER
Lancashire Neighbourhood Watch linking Neighbourhood  Watch across the County, exchanging and promoting good practice, representing Grass Root Members Locally, County, Regional and Nationally.

‘A few words from the Chair Roger Baines MBE’

I feel both pleased and privileged to be the Chair of such a Pro—Active Neighbourhood Watch Forum. As many of you will be aware it was way back in1999 when a steering group was formed, then in the year 2000 ‘The Lancashire County Association was fully constituted and officially launched.

A great deal has happened since then. Thanks to efforts and enthusiasm of the County Committee during the past ten years Neighbourhood Watch has developed across the County, this development and rapid expansion we see at Grass Roots’ levels is entirely due to the excellent Partnership working we have in Lancashire at all levels from the County Group, Divisional Groups, the Lancashire Constabulary, Lancashire Partnership Against Crime, Trading Standards, Fire and Rescue Services, British Transport Police, County and District Council and Officers. However one area we do need to improve upon is Partnership working with Schools and Colleges. Some excellent intergenerational work is already in progress but the County Committee is anxious that the good work already going on is further developed at all levels. The young people in our Schools and Colleges are as we are aware are the Citizens of tomorrow and as a priority we must encourage the development and well being of our future Citizens. We must also encourage the development and understanding of working in partnership with all diverse sections of our communities; by doing this Lancashire will become an even safer place

Comments from the Lancashire North West Regional Representative 

Keith Warren MBE

Lancashire works in Partnership at North West Regional level with Representatives for Neighbourhood/Homewatch associations representing Greater Manchester, Merseyside, Cumbria and Cheshire. The Terms of Reference of the North West Regional group are to provide support, guidance and advice for Force/County Neighbourhood Watch Associations- to identify opportunities for Regional initiatives and to act as a link between the North West Region and the National Strategy Group for Watch issues, foster good working relationships with other Regional organisations (e.g. Regional Constabularies, Trading Standards and Crime Stoppers) .
Nationally the Government is at last recognising  in words and financial assistance  the importance of the Neighbourhood Watch movement in not only helping to reduce crime and the perceived fear of crime but encouraging young people and diverse sections of the Community to become involved at all levels of the Watch movement. The financial assistance from the Home Office covers the cost of Public Liability Insurance for all neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators. This is all good strategic information but coming back to earth on behalf of the County Association. May I take this opportunity to sincerely thank all Grass Root members for attending local and county meetings and watching out for their Local communities and helping to keep Lancashire a safe place to reside, work and visit.

Lancashire County Councillor Peter Mullineaux he joins us today in his role as Champion for Older People. Lancashire County Council is responsible for providing advice and guidance to the Council leadership and fellow Councillors across all Parties on issues relating to age and ageing throughout Lancashire.

Councillor Mullineaux in particular wants to protect and support vulnerable older people and we are pleased he has agreed to speak at today’s Conference with regard to the Mass Marketing Fraud Project which we at Lancashire Neighbourhood Watch hope will reduce the number of older people who live in fear of this type of Crime.
Lancashire Trading Standards Officers have generously allocated their time and effort today to present some thought provoking scenarios relating to Distraction Burglary, Scam Mail etc. 
The message is ‘ If it is too good to be True’ it probably is so the best thing to do is not to respond.

Inspector Eddie Newton – Neighbourhood Policing Lancashire Constabulary

Neighbourhood Policing in Lancashire is one of our most important priorities. Her Majesty’s Inspectorate considers us to be a ‘beacon force’ in both Neighbourhood Policing and in delivering the Policing Pledge commitments to the public. We are currently the only force in the country to be graded as ‘Exceeds the standard’ for Neighbourhood Policing (see the HMIC website www.hmic.gov.uk/MyPolice ).
We have 231 Neighbourhood Policing Teams (NHPT) in Lancashire providing community policing to 1004 Neighbourhoods. Every square foot (or metre if you have gone metric!) of Lancashire has its own NHPT, so ‘Community Support Officers dedicated to you .
However, we recognise that we cannot achieve safe and secure communities on our own. We need to work with those who live in each community and other organisations (e.g. Councils, Housing Associations and Lancashire Fire and Rescue) to be successful. 
The Lancashire Neighbourhood Watch network is critical to achieving success and its members are considered by the Constabulary to be key partners. It is for this reason we have worked with the Lancashire NHW Forum to design a Service Level Agreement (SLA) that will set out how both organisations will work together for the good of our communities.

This SLA has now been completed and will be subject to a formal signing ceremony on 28th April 2010 by Mr Roger Baines MBE (LNHWF Chair) and Assistant Chief Constable Andy Rhodes of the Constabulary. After this it will be posted on both organisations websites for general viewing. These are exciting times in regard to the joint efforts of the LNHWF and Constabulary and I am certain this SLA will be another positive step forward for the people of Lancashire.         

Inspector Eddie Newton – Neighbourhood Policing Lancashire Constabulary 
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LNWF    Web-Site (Web Master Malcolm Clifford)

Log on to www.lnwf.co.uk :-

For all the latest Neighbourhood Watch News from across The County and keep up to date regarding the latest Crime news and scams etc. and news from around the Divisions

Our Web-site has a page for all the Divisions, Central, Eastern, Northern Pennine, Southern and Western, anyone requiring a page for their own Watch News could be accommodated.

All Watch News would be greatly appreciated. 
All details can be found on our Web contact Link. 
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Lancashire Constabulary Representatives

Inspector Edward Newton,

 Neighbourhood Police HQ. Hutton

P.C. Mark Douthwaite,                          Neighbourhood Police HQ, Hutton

They also represent Lancashire Constabulary at the North West Regional Neighbourhood /Homewatch meetings.

Crime Prevention Officers

Carol Hendey


Blackburn

Margaret Rushton


Chorley

Elaine Betts



Lancaster

Beverley Warburton

South Ribble

This Group bring together all parties seeking to make Lancashire a safer better place and is a great help in ensuring co-ordinated activity and support at County, Regional and National level. So I would urge you if you should have concerns, questions or comments to raise Locally, Regional or at National level to contact any Committee Member and we will do our best to help.

The Committee would like to have more representatives from Divisional Watch Associations..
SPOCS

WESTERN

LYNDSEY MILLIGAN – 404076 / 01253 604076

NORTHERN

ELAINE BETTS (LANCASTER) – 496988 / 01524 596988

TINA POOK (WYRE) – 404341 / 01253 604341

SOUTHERN

BEVERLEY WARBURTON (SOUTH RIBBLE) – 01772 625593

MARGARET RUSHTON (CHORLEY) – 246384 / 01257 246384
DIANNE WATERS – (WEST LANCS) – 466353 / 01695 566353
CENTRAL
PS NIGEL PARKINSON – 209676 / 01772 209676

EASTERN 
CAROL HENDEY – 353600 / 01254 353600
PENNINE

PC PHIL BUCK – 472705 / 01282 472705

A National Story             

                        ‘THINK JESSICA and SAY NO’

Don’t be a SCAM  MAIL VICTIM”

The full Jessica Story can be found by clicking on to www.Thinkjessica.com web-site.

Think Jessica Story was the focus of a Mass Marketing Fraud Conference hosted by Lancashire Constabulary on the 12th February 2010. Lancashire Neighbourhood Watch Forum has decided to support the Jessica campaign across the County.

Unfortunately Jessica became a chronic Scam Mail Victim, despite the best efforts of family members. Over some  5 years Jessica sent around £50.000 to the Scammers and had even suggested releasing some Equity from her house. Fortunately the house was in the name of her three children so she could not sell it. Lindsay Hoyle MP has raised the question of Scam Mail in the Prime Minister’s Question Time.
If you think that people who fall for SCAM letters are stupid.

THINK AGAIN
Scam Mail is NOT Junk Mail, registering with the Mail Preference Service will not reduce or stop it from being delivered

· Criminals worldwide are sending millions of Scam letters into the UK
· Scammers from abroad can have Scam Mail disguised with the Royal Mail printed stamp, to give it the impression it has originated from this Country(see Campaign page) 

· They are hunting down and preying on our most vulnerable.

· Scam mail tricks, befriends, threatens, and often swears the victim to secrecy

· After replying to the first “tempter” letter victims are put on the “suckers list” these lists are sold to other criminals all over the world.

· A chronic scam victim is someone repeatedly taken in by scams. This may be because they are trusting, socially isolated, or suffer from a mental incapacity such as confusion, memory loss or dementia.

· 30/40/50 over100 criminal letters a day is not unusual for a chronic victim.

· Those snared will empty Bank Accounts and sell homes to keep with the scammers demands.

· 22,000 chronic victims replied to one scam in one day sending £500,000. (see SOCA news)

· Victims are also harassed and threatened by phone calls.

· Currently no help is available for chronic victims or their families, (other than “lip service”)

· £3.5 billion is scammed from UK citizens each year, only one in five victims comes forward!

· Chronic Victims need supporting by the Government/Taxpayer when they have been robbed of their wealth, but emotional devastation caused by criminal mail can never be measured
How to Contact the Police

Call 999 in an Emergency

OR

 0845 1 25 35 45 if – if there is no immediate danger to Life, or a Crime is not in progress.

British Transport Police

Free Phone   0800 40 50 40

Control Room     0121 654 2090

Preston Direct      01772 253682

Crime Stoppers   0800 555 111

Trading Standards

General Enquiries          01772 533569

Consumer Advice          0845 600 1352 or 01772 533573

Remember when reporting an incident to say that you are a member of  Neighbourhood Watch.

Neighbourhood Watch is a means of developing and improving the liaison between the Community, the Police, Statutory Agencies and the Local Authority.

The Vision of Lancashire Neighbourhood Watch Forum is that we will help keep Lancashire safe, a great County to live work and visit.

LNWF Newsletter is published FREE to all Watch Co-ordinators.

We make the usual disclaimer with regard to matters reported and Printed in good faith and while every effort is made to check facts for accuracy- we cannot be held liable for errors or their consequences.

The compiler is Keith Warren MBE who may be contacted by email keithrwarren@btinernet.com. (Please note r between keith and warren)

Tel 01257 481850

LNWF are extremely grateful for the Financial assistance from Lancashire Constabulary Proceeds from Crime Unit, LCC Lease for Life Fund and the Community Crime Fighting Funding, re the Annual Conference and Publishing of the Newsletter.

We also acknowledge the support of Lancashire Constabulary, LCC Trading Standards, County Councillor   Peter Mullineau and Help Direct regarding                                the organising and Presenters at our Annual Conference

Please ensure that you circulate this Newsletter to as many Watch members as is possible and then to any interested people in your area.

