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Current Crime Trends 
During August there have been two crimes on outbuildings which have similar features. The first of these crimes was committed against a portacabin in the Cemetery in Chorley where gardening equipment was stolen.  The second occurred in Croston where a stone outbuilding at a church was broken into and gardening equipment was stolen.  Any information that anyone has regarding either of these thefts to the Police on the non emergency number 0845 125 35 45 and observations surrounding similar vulnerable outbuildings would be appreciated. 
On the 28th August there were two distraction burglaries committed against premises in the Gillibrand area of Chorley and Anderton area.  The same modus operandi was utilised at both premises and involved a white male aged approximately 21 years with Irish accent who stated that he was doing work next door for a water leak and needed to check the water supply.   The attempt was thwarted and no property was stolen at the Anderton address, but property was stolen at the second at Gillibrand.  
We have during August seen a distinct rise in the number of purse thefts committed both in the Town Centre and at Morrisons Supermarket.  In some cases the purse has been stolen from the individual’s handbag whilst it has been in their possession.  There have also been a number of crimes reported where the purse has been stolen from a bag which has been left unattended on/in a shopping trolley.  
There was another one reported yesterday (1st  September) from Morrisons where the perpetrator was described as a young asian girl, aged approximately 13 yrs old, with long black hair in a pony tail.
A breakdown of these crimes that have been committed during the month of August in the Chorley are as follows: 

- Most of the times when these crimes were committed are from 10.15 onwards through to 12.10. 
- They were three others during the afternoon at 13.30, 15.30 and 16.00 hrs. 

- The largest number of crimes were committed on a Wednesday (3); followed by Tuesday (2), Saturday (2); Sunday, Friday and Thursday there were (1) per day.  The only day that no crimes were committed was on Monday.  

- In the Town Centre it is generally the customers in the Charity Shops that have been targeted for purse thefts.  
Please take extra care, and be observant whilst out shopping both around the town and in our local supermarkets.  

Cycles  
The number of pedal cycles which have been stolen this month, across the two areas totalled 14 of which 12 of these were left insecure.  The rule of thumb with the security of a cycle is that 20% of the purchase price should be spent on the security of the bike.   

Burglaries:
The following are the burglary figures for August that have been recorded for both Chorley and the rural areas and for the corresponding month during 2008.
	Area - Dwelling
	Aug 08
	Aug 09

	Chorley
	4
	8

	Rurals
	3
	4

	Area – Non Dwelling
	Aug 08
	Aug 09

	Chorley
	14
	17

	Rurals
	19
	10


The car key burglaries are still taking place across the two areas and residents should be aware of the potential for these type of crimes.  

This is where the criminals identify the vehicle that they want to steal and then have to locate the keys.  A burglary is then committed to find the keys in the residence.  

One of these types of burglaries was thwarted last month as the owner had heard about the thefts and when he heard his letterbox rattling he informed the Police who eventually detained the criminals who had been intent on stealing his vehicle.  

Telephone Sales 
Information has been coming through from a large number of co-ordinators locally regarding an Alarm company who have been targeting residents in the Chorley and District area for the sale of house alarms.  

The sales technique that they are employing is highly questionable and it is thought that they are utilising the phone directory for potential customers.  Trading Standards have sent out some warning regarding companies such as this and anyone getting more than one call should advise Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06. 

Some residents have been informed that these alarms are “government funded”, or there is a Government Survey taking place, or that they will be linked to the “police” all of which are believed to be untrue. 

To ensure that you do not receive any further telephone calls of this ilk then please contact the telephone preference service

Telephone Preference Service (TPS)

DMA House, 70 Margaret Street, London
W1W 8SS

TPS Registration line - 0845 070 0707

Telephone 020 7291 3320

Fax 020 7323 4226 

Email tps@dma.org.uk
Website: www.tpsonline.org.uk
Having completed this you then should not receive any unwanted calls, but if you do you should report these to the Telephone Preference Service.  However, they would need the details of the company. 

If you are considering the purchase of a house alarm then it is recommended you contact someone who has been recommended to you by a friend, or family member, or you get 3 quotes from three separate firms before making a final decision.

Trading Standards have also requested the following words of advice be passed on:

Please be aware of a computer company telephoning residents throughout the NW and claiming they are acting on behalf of “Windows”.

The calls are in fact from an Indian based company. They caller asks the consumer to switch the computer on and to confirm their name and address then claims the resident’s computer has been infected by a virus.  The company is attempting to persuade people to sign up to their services to remove the probably non-existent virus. 

In addition, a company in a white van giving an 0800 number is currently offering to carry out work on tree cutting.  This company is believed to be cold calling vulnerable consumers throughout the Leyland area.  On one occasion a customer discussed work with them but said he did not wish to have the trees cut yet.  On his return home he found that the work had already commenced, and asked them to stop.  The company is now believed to be using heavy-handed tactics to claim money from this man.

Consumers agreeing to deal with traders where the contract is agreed at the consumer’s home should be aware that they will have a cooling off period to cancel any work agreed to, or any purchases made over £35, although in certain circumstances the customer may have to pay for any goods installed or work carried out so far. Also be aware that the contract will not be enforceable against the customer unless information about your right to cancel is given in writing. 






