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Not In My Neighbourhood 
The first week in November was nominated the not in my Neighbourhood week and Chorley & District had a full week of activities.  There was a new Watch set up on Beech Avenue, Anderton and we would like to welcome them to the organisation.  Then 8 co-ordinators from the Chorley area visited the Custody suite at Leyland Police Station with a lot of positive feedback from the people who attended.  Representatives were out on the Chorley Smile Caravan at Morrisons and Asda advising people about Neighbourhood Watch.  Finally we launched the Open Spaces Watch on the Friday at Astley Hall.  Open Spaces Watch will run on the same principles as Neighbourhood Watch but will involve people who utilise these areas on a daily basis e.g. dog walkers, ramblers, joggers, cyclists, fishermen & women, bird watchers, etc., etc., to become the guardians and report any problems regarding anti-social behaviour, fly tipping, or crimes as soon as it is safe to do so.  This is just the initial start of the Open Spaces watch and we will be carrying out lots of promotional work surrounding the watch and should you wish to be personally involved then please contact Margaret Rushton on 01257-246384.  

Burglaries:
The following are the burglary figures for October that have been recorded for both Chorley and the rural areas and for the corresponding month during 2008.
	Area - Dwelling
	Oct 08
	Oct 09

	Chorley
	8
	19

	Rurals
	12
	14

	Area – Non Dwelling
	Oct 08
	Oct 09

	Chorley
	23
	15

	Rurals
	16
	16


There has been a significant rise in the number of burglaries in the Chorley area as compared to the figures for last year.  
The main areas where a number of burglaries, in the Chorley area, have been committed are as follows: Chorley South West around the Moor Road area, with a number of dwelling burglaries on the Longfield Manor Estate.   The other area where a number of burglaries have been spread around is Chorley East . 
The burglaries in the rural areas have been sited in the following areas: Abbey Village (2); Withnell (1); Brinscall (1); Clayton-le-Woods (3); Whittle-le-Woods (1); Croston (1); Mawdesley (2); Coppull (1); Ulnes Walton (1) and Bretherton (1).
The main point of entry reported on 8 of the burglaries committed within the Chorley area where via open doors, or windows.  Within the rural areas this was 4 burglaries which involved either an insecure door/window with one aggrieved 

being disturbed by the offenders in his home.  There has been one distraction burglary were the offenders have attracted their victim outside his home whilst accomplices have entered his residence.  This is a pertinent reminder for all residents to ensure that all windows and doors are locked when leaving the premises.  

The burglaries other than in dwellings which have been on domestic properties have included 3 garages and 2 sheds.  The following is some relevant crime prevention advice specifically involving your shed, garage, or garden in general.  
· Fit a good lock on the shed door, and use it at all times. 

· Fittings should be bolted through the door of the shed and reinforced at the back with a steel plate.

· The hasp should have concealed screws, or coach bolts fitted.

· The hinges should be secured with tamperproof screws. 

· Use a good quality closed shackle padlock not less than 2.5 inches in width, made of hardened steel with no less than five pins, as a standard small padlock with hasp and staple fastening can easily be forced, or cut by bolt cutters.  Ensure that you lock the padlock at all times. 

· Secure any windows and protect the glass by fitting a grille or strong wire mesh to the inside of the window and fit locks to any windows that can be opened.  Prevent anyone seeing into your shed by placing curtains, or other coverings over the window, or blacken them out with paint.  

· If possible make sure that you can see your shed from the house.  If it is obstructed from view a thief has a better chance of breaking in without being seen. 

· Fit a simple low cost battery operated shed alarm to the door of your shed, or garage which will warn of any attempted break into your property and can act as a deterrent.  These alarms can be obtained from your local DIY stores.  It may also be possible. If you already have an alarm fitted, to consider having your shed/garage connected to your house system.   

· Consider marking all the property in your shed utilising your postcode with either an ultra-violet marker pen, engraving equipment, stamping it, or simply painting on your details.  

· Try to secure items such as bicycles to the structure of the building, or chain as many items together as possible fastening the chain with a closed shackle padlock.   This would make it more difficult for a thief to steal the item. 

To assist security in your garden you may want to consider:

· Installing security lighting to illuminate your garden.  Two types available automatic dawn to dusk lighting, or operated by sensors when movement is detected. 

· Keep shrubs, hedges, and large plants cut back.  They can provide a screen for thieves to work behind. 

· Securing fence panels to prevent them being lifted and gates should be locked at all times.

· Keep an eye out on your friends and neighbours property and encourage them to do the same for you.  Report anything suspicious to the Police immediately. 

Cold Telephone Callers
I have been contacted by a couple of co-ordinators who have informed me that they have received cold calls from a company claiming to be conducting crime research stating that they had been selected to receive some of their crime prevention products if they could confirm their postcodes.  The companies were subsequently asked either awkward questions surrounding checks being made regarding their authenticity – which resulted in them promptly to put the phone down, or were told that the people they phoned were members of Neighbourhood Watch and did not deal with cold callers.    

Chorley Tea Dance

On a lighter note I have been approached by the Active Generation Officer at Chorley Borough Council to advise me that the Council and Chorley Older Peoples Forum have organised a Christmas Tea Dance.  This is to take place at the Lancastrian Suite at the Town Hall with an estimated capacity of 150.  The event will run from 2-4 p.m. and there will be refreshments and catering at the event.  If you are a member of a group and would like to attend this function then further details can be obtained from Michael Rushe on 01257-515817.  
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