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Newsletter 
Alarm Companies 
Although this item has been dealt with on a previous newsletter we have had disturbing information that a specific alarm company is operating again across the Chorley and South Ribble Districts.  

The company contacts residents via the telephone line advising them that they have been chosen to receive a “free” alarm.  But there is a necessity for a crime prevention survey to be carried out by the company, who just happen most times to have a representative in the area ready to call.  

The scam comes in the form of the subsequent maintenance charges which have in some cases run into thousands of pounds.  
At the mention of alarms, during any telephone conversation, the best thing that residents can do is just say that they are not interested, and that they can get any crime prevention advice from their local police crime prevention team who are Margaret Rushton on 01257-246384 and Terry Burke on 0125-515333. 

Comparisons of burglaries committed during the last three years are listed below, as are the figures for February last year and last month. 
	Area - Dwelling
	Feb 09
	Feb 10

	Chorley
	8
	7

	Rurals
	8
	6

	Area – Non Dwelling
	Feb 09
	Feb 10 

	Chorley
	17
	8

	Rurals
	13
	11


3 year burglary figures for January/ February  
Just to give you an insight into what has been happening burglary wise over the last three years – these are the burglary figures for both Chorley (including Euxton, Astley Village and Buckshaw Village) and all the rural areas totalled into one figure. 

	January 
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Chorley Dwelling
	9
	4
	4

	Rural Dwelling
	7
	8
	10

	Chorley Others 
	19
	14
	21

	Rural Others 
	12
	12
	15

	February
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Chorley Dwelling
	15
	8
	7

	Rural Dwelling
	11
	8
	6

	Chorley Others
	16
	17
	8

	Rural Others 
	10
	13
	11


There have been a sustained number of burglaries where the aggrieved premises have not been secure.  I know that we keep highlighting this piece of advice, but please ensure when you leave your home that all doors and windows are secure.  Also, even if you are in your home make sure that your doors are locked and people cannot sneak in unobserved.  

Lancashire Criminal Justice Board

LCJB has produced a newsletter entitled The Voice 2009/10.  It is hoped that it will raise the awareness in local communities of the work of the Board and it’s partner agencies. 

I have circulated this newsletter via email to all Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators on my email account but they are trying to reach as wide an audience as possible in the community or partnerships in an effort to promote the work of the Board to a larger audience. The newsletter can also be accessed via this link www.cjsonline.gov.uk/lcjb/lancashire  

British Transport Police 
British Transport Police at a recent meeting have provided the details of the police officers who are responsible for policing the railways stations within our area.  

They are as follows:

PC Adam Birkbeck who covers Euxton, Lostock Hall, Bamber Bridge, Preston, Pleasington and Chorley areas. 

Email address: adam.brkbeck@btp.pnn.police.uk 

PC Lorraine Faulkner and PC John Phillips who cover the Croston, Leyland, Ruffrod, Burscough Junction and Preston areas.

Email addresses:

lorraine.faulkner@btp.pnn.police.uk 

john.phillips@btp.pnn.police.uk 

Further contact details for British Transport Police are as follows:

Freephone:  0800 405040

Control Room:  0121 654 2090

Preston Direct: 01772-253682
AGM & Conference 
We have decided to make a small addition to the Chorley & District Neighbourhood Watch Conference on Thursday 11th March 2010 in so much as we  have decided to hold a raffle to raise some funds for the organisation but tickets will only be sold on the night at the event.

Fraud Hotline 
A new “fraud hotline” has been launched which people in Lancashire are being encouraged to call if they are a victim of fraud.  The National Fraud authority (NFA) has launched Action Fraud a national fraud reporting centre that provides a single point of contact for people across the country to report a fraud as well as seeking guidance and advice.  
It is a one stop shop for reporting all types of fraud, including identity theft, investment, credit card and consumer fraud.  At the same time it gives law enforcement and counter-fraud agencies better information to target fraudsters and protect the public as well as bringing criminals to justice, by providing vital information to the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau (NFIB).  

This collaboration between Police forces, the NFIB and Action Fraud will help tighten the net on fraudsters.  
The Action Fraud number to call is 0300 123 2040 or textphone number 0300 123 2050.
Clayton/Whittle-le-Woods vehicle crimes – but happening across area
Between 1st Jan and 1ST March there have been 13 incidents of vehicle crime in Clayton le Woods and Whittle le Woods, both having easy access to A6 Preston Road; main arterial route from Chorley to Preston.
 

Within these crimes 6 vehicles were insecure and the aggrieved from 2 further incidents believed they locked their vehicles but there was no sign of forced entry so it is quite possible these were also insecure.  Three of the incidents refer to theft of scooters which had been left parked outside the home addresses in full view with no added security and have just been wheeled away. 
 

From the above there appears to be an opportunist in the area during hours of darkness trying door handles and taking what is left inside vehicles.  A leaflet drop in the affected areas has been done and we are encouraging locals to be vigilant and ensure that their vehicles are locked and secure when left unattended with no valuables on sight. 
Theft of Metals 

The theft of lead from off roofs including churches and schools, together with domestic residences is still continuing.  Added to this there have been a number of thefts of copper piping from unoccupied buildings, and reported thefts from private residences of items left outside which have not necessarily been scrap but which have been stolen.   Please bear in mind all the types of crimes mentioned on this bulletin, being committed across the area, and report to the Police anything you consider suspicious taking place immediately on 0845 125 35 45.  
Support by R.P. Smith & Co. (Chartered Accountants)


