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January 2010 

Newsletter 
Happy New Year 

On behalf of David Melhuish, Chair and the Committee of Chorley & District Neighbourhood Watch Association may I take this opportunity of wishing you all a Happy and Prosperous New Year for 2010. 

National Neighbourhood Watch - Conference 

If you are interested there are a series of National Neighbourhood Watch Regional Conferences being organised during the first part of the year across the Country.  
Further details are now available for watch members from the North West, North East, and the Yorkshire & Humber regions wishing to attend their Neighbourhood & Home Watch Regional Conference which is scheduled to be held on 6th February 2010 at Leeds Metropolitan University.
With only 200 places available at this event, places will need to be split equally between the three regions and Lancashire’s quota will be 14 places.  Anyone interested in attending the Conference should initially register with the website, and local grass roots members are encouraged to attend.    Please note that only members from the North West, North East, Yorkshire and Humberside are eligible to attend this conference.

Members of Chorley & District Neighbourhood Watch Association can now register their interest in attending the Conference on 6th February 2010 by using the following link: www.conferencesearch.co.uk/nhwnevents  

Please note that an external company called ‘Conference Search’ is administering the actual booking processes etc, so all queries should go to them via email to ruth@conferencesearch.co.uk or by phone on 0161 427 7057
The link details on how to register have been added to www.mynhw.co.uk on 28th December 2009. 
Finally, if you are registering your interest in attending the North West Conference, then please let Margaret Rushton aware on 01257-246384. 

Date for Your Diary 2010 
A future date for your diary in 2010 is the Chorley & District Neighbourhood Watch Association Annual General Meeting and Conference which is scheduled to take place on Thursday 11th March 2010.  The venue for the conference will be The Woodlands Centre, Southport Road, Chorley and as in the past will commence at approximately 6.45.  
The current committee will be disbanded during the normal meeting in February 2010 and the new committee will assume responsibility for the group from this evening onwards. 

We have seen a slight decline in the members of this committee, so if you are a co-ordinator and would be interested in taking an active part in the association then please sign up to join the committee when the forms are forwarded at the end of January.  
Specialised Crimes
A colleague has recently highlighted a specialised crime, which has an impact on a large proportion of ordinary people who own dogs.  This is the theft of pedigree dogs, specifically in this case a gun dog which was stolen from the rear of a vehicle by breaking the window and the cage in which he was being carried.  

This incident occurred in the South of England, but we have had family pets stolen locally, although it is not a common occurrence.  The owner has highlighted the theft of the dog by attracting as much publicity as possible and the dog is micro-chipped and tattooed and therefore making her dog “too hot to handle”.  

The dog on question is a black cocker spaniel called “Archie”, the tattoo is on the inside of his ear and reads TC2966. He is docked and intact. If you have any information please contact 07970 521956 

It is believed that a lot of these stolen dogs are utilised for breeding purposes so, if you are considering purchasing a puppy then ensure that you use a recognised breeder.  
If you are unfortunate to have your pet stolen then you should report it to the Police and register the theft on www.doglost.co.uk.   
P.S. We have had reported the theft of three Labrador puppies locally over the last week. 

Current Crimes:

We have recently seen a house in the Chorley area where three vehicles belonging to the residence have sustained criminal damage.  The two on the drive had their windscreen wipers broken off and the other car, which was parked on the road was broken into and the wheel trims stolen.  
The perpetrators of the crimes was caught by their neighbour who shouted at them and they ran off, but omitted to do anything else until the next day – when he informed his neighbours about what he had witnessed.  

Criminal damage is one of the most difficult crimes for the police to have any impact upon – please if you have any information, or experience damage taking place then please call the Police immediately.  

Any information involving the perpetrators of damage, or any other crimes, can be submitted to the Police, or anonymously through Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
Car Key Burglaries  
We are experiencing burglaries in dwelling where the specific item that is targeted is the keys to generally high powered vehicles which are parked on drives/roads outside residences.  

The most prevalent time for these burglaries to be committed is overnight specifically in the early hours of the morning.  

Paving Stones
We have again this month seen a number of reports of the theft of paving stones from residences across the Chorley & District area.  So observations are requested from all residents who are out and about that if they see anything, or anyone acting suspicious, that they inform the Police immediately on 0845 1 25 35 45.

Support by R.P. Smith & Co. (Chartered Accountants)


