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February 2010 

Newsletter 
Unusual Crime M.O. used locally
There was a recent theft from a telephone kiosk in Eccleston area, which appears to be currently being used in other Police Force areas that we can all be on the look out for. 

The preparation for the offence to be committed involved the spraying of paint on the windows of the telephone kiosk to mask the theft.  They return once the paint is dry to finish the job.  

If you observe anyone who is spray painting the glass in the kiosk, or any other unusual activity involving a telephone box then call the Police immediately. 

Bogus Waterboard 
On Tuesday 26th January 2010 there were two elderly people visited in Southern Division of Lancashire Constabulary in Eccleston and Ormskirk by a male utilising the excuse of Water problems in their homes to gain entry.  

At the Eccleston incident two males called just before 4 p.m. stating they were from the Waterboard and that they needed dirty water samples were required.  The gentleman who’s home they called at is 94 years old and his description of one of these males was White 6’ tall with dark hair wearing dark clothing.  

Not long after the first incident and believed to be the same offenders another distraction burglary occurred in Ormskirk at 16.20 hrs.  A male again purporting to work for the Waterboard has entered the aggrieved’s home and asked her to turn the water off before making off with her handbag and other items.  The female in this incident is 86 years old.  The offending male is described as White, in his 30’s.

There is a strong possibility that further offences may have been committed outside our area – which could also be connected so it is important that co-ordinators and residents of watches are aware of the above crimes.   Extra vigilance is requested especially surrounding visitors to elderly residents.  

Burglaries:
The following are the burglary figures for February that have been recorded for both Chorley and the rural areas and for the corresponding month during 2009.
Comparisons of burglaries committed during the last three years are listed below, as are the figures for January last year and last month. 

	Area - Dwelling
	Jan 09
	Jan 10

	Chorley
	4
	4

	Rurals
	8
	10

	Area – Non Dwelling
	Jan 09
	Jan 10 

	Chorley
	14
	19

	Rurals
	12
	15


Historical Chorley 
The friends of Healey Nab are looking to create a Heritage Trail surrounding the Nab and are asking for any locals who have any historical information, photographs, or memories etc., to call in at the organised  drop in session at Tatton Community Centre, Silverdale Road, Chorley on Tuesday 9th February 2010.  The session will run from 3.45 until 7 o’clock and anyone is welcome to attend.  
Sheep Worrying 
There has been reports from farmers in the Rivington area surrounding dog owners who are allowing their pets to worry sheep.   A total of 21 sheep have had to be destroyed due to this type of offence.  PC 3024 Matt Lee who is community Beat Manager in Adlington stated: 

“Over recent months there has been a significant increase in cases of dogs worrying/ attacking Livestock in the Rivington and Anglezarke area.   As a result of this the Adlington Neighbourhood Policing Team are planning to work in conjunction with United Utilities, Chorley Council Neighbourhood Officers and Greater Manchester Police to overcome this issue.” 

“We will be increasing patrols throughout the area and will seek to take positive action against anyone not taking steps to keep their dogs under control. Anyone within the Rivington and Anglezarke area found committing offences of Livestock worrying or having a dog dangerously out of control will be prosecuted and an application will be made for the dog to be kept under control or destroyed. Owners even face arrest for criminal damage if Livestock belonging to a farmer is attacked and damaged.” 

Finally Farmers do have a statutory defence to immediately destroy any animals found attacking, or worrying their livestock. 

National Anti-Terrorist Hotline
With the heightened security alert this article has been reprinted from an earlier newsletter.
The national anti-terrorist hotline is staffed 24/7 by specialist police officers. Information received by them relating to possible terrorist activity is closely scrutinised and decide what, if any action should be taken.  You can contact the Anti-Terrorist Hotline on 0800 789 321.  A text phone facility for people who are deaf or have hearing difficulties is also available on 0800 0324 539. 

The anti-terrorist hotline is the public’s direct connection to specialists within the police to report information which relates to help counter terrorism which includes reporting suspicious activity.  This hotline number is also used during major incidents and appeals for information. 

Although there is no specific threat to any one area, recent events have shown us that a terrorist attack could occur at any time in any area.  The Anti-Terrorist Hotline allows the public to report their concerns in confidence.  The Hotline should be used to report suspicious activity.  This could include:

· Someone noticeably behaving differently for no obvious reason

· Someone with a large number of mobile phones for no obvious reason

· Someone with passports, or other documents in different names for no obvious reason

· Someone who travels for long periods of time but is vague about where they’re going

· Someone buying  or storing large amounts of chemicals for no obvious reason

· Someone taking an interest in security, like CCTV cameras, for no obvious reason. 

When should it not be used:

· In an emergency or life threatening situation

· If a member of the public believes they have found a bomb, or explosive device, they should call 999 immediately. 

All calls to the Anti-Terrorist Hotline are confidential. You know your community better than anyone so your vigilance and support is vital.  It doesn’t matter how small, or insignificant the information may seem to you – it may be the final piece of the jigsaw for the Police.  Don’t rely on others – if you suspect it, report it.
Support by R.P. Smith & Co. (Chartered Accountants)


