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Newsletter 
Purse Dippers

We have over last weekend 27/29th March 2010 had 4 purses stolen on the Town Centre which is considered to be all linked. 

As well as these purse thefts we also had a number of incidents at Morrisons supermarket where purses were stolen.

There are descriptions of two females who may have been involved in the Town Centre Shop incidents and is as follows: 


The first female is described as “foreign” looking who is in her 50’s and small.  She has her hair tied back and was wearing a cream beret and a chocolate coloured cape.   
The second female is described as being aged 30-40 years old and slightly taller than the other female.  She is also described as slim, but larger than the first female. 
One of the victims actually described the person who was responsible for stealing her purse in B & M bargains as 40 years old, small with glasses, shoulder length dark brown hair in a ponytail.  She was wearing a brown cape or jacket with denim knee length skirt and a flat beige hat.  This description is obviously very close to the first female described above

The thefts have mainly focused yet again around the Charity Shops within the Town Centre.  So, if you are utilising these shops please bear the above information in mind and be careful, if someone bumps into you that you check your handbag/purse immediately.  

If you see anything suspicious please contact the Police immediately on 0845 1253545.   

Alarm Companies – Update
I have confirmation from a number of sources from areas such as Adlington, Clayton-le-Woods, Chorley itself and Euxton regarding people who have been contacted via telephone from different alarm companies.  They all have been offered alarms for a purchase price of £1 (fixture and fittings included) but have not gone on to mention the maintenance, etc. charges.  

Some residents have been told that the Police do not endorse their current alarm – incidentally the Police do not endorse any particular alarm, but would endorse alarms are a significant layer in crime prevention within your home.  

They are obviously still operating in our area so once again please be aware of these companies and inform all your friends, neighbours and relatives to be ready should they contact them. 
Comparisons of burglaries committed across the Chorley and the rural areas during last month and  March 2009. 

	Area - Dwelling
	Mar 09
	Mar 10

	Chorley
	8
	5

	Rurals
	12
	3

	Area – Non Dwelling
	Mar 09
	Mar 10 

	Chorley
	23
	25

	Rurals
	18
	9


The burglaries in dwellings in the Chorley area have all been within the same area of Chorley – South West.  Two of these burglaries were by distraction methods, and although they actually managed to enter the properties there was nothing stolen.   The following are marks that have been found around properties associated with distraction burglaries and you are asked to keep an eye out for any of them and, if you should see any of them in your area please contact the Police.  
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For your Information   
We have had reports in the Penwortham area of Southern Division were a number of residents have had a visit from individuals who are touting for work involving the removal of driveways and then the restoration of the same. 

On one recent occasion they have been told by the householder that they were interested, but not at the moment.  The following morning they returned and dug up the driveway and started the work without any agreement being made about the work/price. 

A reminder is being given about utilising people who just call at your address.  If you want work carrying out on your home – get three quotes, or utilise the services of someone who is recommended to you, either by a friend, relative, of neighbour.  Or if you cannot find a recommendation consider utilising the Safe Trader Scheme being operated by Trading Standards.  All the information can be found on line, or at your local Age Concern Offices through Help Direct.  

The telephone numbers are as follows:

Consumers (via Consumer Direct)

08454 040506
Traders          01772-535199

Website:  www.safetrader.org.uk
Stolen Property 
We have received information that stolen property has been secreted in rural area setting which would not normally be used by many people other than perhaps dog walker, or other people who utilise our open spaces.  

If you regularly walk around the Chorley & District area and find anything “out of the ordinary”, such as bicycles, garden furniture, or equipment, then please contact the police with the exact location of this property on 0845 1253545.  
Support by R.P. Smith & Co. (Chartered Accountants)


