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Crimes

There was a doorstep crime (burglary) committed on 27th April 2009 in the Chorley area where someone has called at an elderly ladies house claiming to be a builder/waterboard employee working on a house further up the road.  He encouraged her to turn on her taps, and her stop cock off, to relieve the pressure in the pipes.  
He made her run both upstairs and downstairs taps and whilst occupied has stolen her purse from within her handbag.  

He is described as follows: White male,  approximately 5’5” and medium build; clean shaven with short light brown straight hair; described  as not pale, but not tanned – healthy looking.  Early 20’s or older with boyish looking roundish face.  Dressed in long sleeved sweater (dark navy/black in colour with hints of light grey); blue shirt underneath sweater with dark pants and black shoes.
We no longer have “Waterboard” officials and anyone that utilises this term should be regarded as an imposter.  They would now stipulate they are employed by United Utilities and should have identification which can be checked via the parent company.  
Most Utility companies now operate a PASSWORD scheme chosen by the householder (which has to be given on any visit to the household before entry can be gained).  To initiate this scheme with United Utilities contact 0845 309 3001 
Theft from Person
On 21st April 2009 we had two reported cases of theft from the person from two of our local supermarkets where a wallet had been stolen from a male customer. 

On 2nd May 2009 we had a lady, who had just visited the cash machine, before entering the Supermarket, who had her purse stolen whilst she was inside conducting her shopping.  
The following is crime prevention advice related to these thefts:

· Carry your bag close to your body and zipped up, with the flap against you.

· Try to carry your purse and keys in your coat pocket.

· Don’t leave your purse/wallet on top of your shopping bag or pram. 

· Avoid using cash machines late at night and don’t use it if there are any suspicious looking people around.

· Have your credit/debit card ready prior to approaching the cash machine. 

· Don’t use the cash machine if it looks like it has been modified, or tampered with. 

· Be particularly careful, if strangers offer you help at the ATM. 

· NEVER let anybody see your PIN and shield the keypad when entering your PIN. 

· Minimise the amount of cash you carry, but make sure that you have enough money to get home. 

Please bear in mind when out and about shopping and report anything suspicious as soon as possible to the Police.  

Burglaries during April 

	Area - Dwelling
	Apr 2008
	Apr 2009

	Chorley
	16
	15

	Rurals
	10
	11

	Area – Non Dwelling
	Apr 2008
	Apr 2009

	Chorley
	13
	24

	Rurals
	17
	11


Seasonal Burglaries      

We have had a sustained spell of reasonable weather and with this phenomenon we also generally see a rise in the number of burglaries through insecure doors and windows.

Please ensure that if you utilise little used doors and windows that you ensure that they are closed when you either you retire to bed, or leave your home no matter for how short a period. 
PACT Meetings
If you have any issues regarding your local community then don’t forget that your local Community Beat Manager holds a monthly meeting that all residents are welcome to attend and you can raise your problem here.  These are called PACT Meetings and information should be available around your area advising you of the date/time/ place. 

PACT – Police and Communities Together - is an initiative which was rolled out across the Constabulary to engage with all of its diverse communities.   

PACT provides communities with clear information about how they can get in touch with their local CBM or PCSO and provide a way in which the communities that they serve can task these officers.   

PACT ensures that during the first week of every month there will be a public meeting in every Community Beat Managers/Police Community Support Officers area.  This will not prevent officers holding more meetings but represents a "minimum standard" and the knowledge that during one particular week of the month all our CBM's & PCSO's will be available to their communities across the Constabulary.   

Once the PACT meeting has taken place, which any resident in that particular area can attend to talk to their local CBM/PCSO on various policing issues that may be affecting them; the PACT panel will meet to decide those tasks that the local officer will concentrate on during the forthcoming month. 
All the information regarding the individual PACT meetings across the County can be accessed via the Lancashire Constabulary website: 

www.lancashire.police.uk 

Once on the site, just type in your postcode in the relevant search engine, and this will automatically direct you to your designated Neighbourhood page.  There you will find all the members of your Neighbourhood Policing Team together with your relevant PACT meeting details.

The information on the site should include the date, the location of the meeting, and the time.  
Some area Community Beat Managers also run PACT meetings for their junior residents within their area.  The details for these Junior meetings can also be round on the website.  






