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Newsletter

March 2009  
CRIMES 

Over the weekend of 13/16th February 2009 there were a series of burglaries in the Adlington/Anderton/Heath Charnock areas.  These were two distinctive types of crimes the normal type burglaries were entry was forced and personal items stolen.  At one of these addresses the local Neighbourhood Watch members who were close neighbours and friends of the aggrieved went over to find out why the alarm had sounded and realised that the premises had been burgled – even though the perpetrators had gone to a lot of difficulty to ensure that the premises looked undisturbed.  It was thought that possibly the offenders had considered returning later during the night (the original break was just after 9 p.m.).  The owners of the property returned once contacted by their neighbours.

The other house, on the same road, although they did attempt to force an entry into the property they did not actually succeed.   

Secondly we have had the “hook and cane” burglars around again.  This is were they have been looking for the keys to the vehicle on the drive.  In the two reported cases – one entered the premises through an insecure door and the other they broke a window (where the keys were on display) with a brick.  

Burglaries during February 
	Area - Dwelling
	Feb 2008
	Feb 2009

	Chorley
	14
	16

	Rurals
	11
	10

	Area – Non Dwelling
	Feb 2008
	Feb 2009

	Chorley
	8
	17

	Rural
	6
	10


Timely Warning about other Crimes 
Garden Thefts - We have seen an increase recently in garden ornaments and plants being stolen generally in the Croston, Wheelton and Eccleston areas.  Items stolen have included shrubs, trees, troughs, containers and flags.  As an area we periodically suffer these types of crimes especially flags, troughs, and other stone ornaments.  

Once again please keep your eyes and ears open out there and if you notice anything suspicious ring the Police immediately.  

Alarms – Received recently from just outside our area in Aughton and Ormskirk a company calling themselves “SAS Alarms” are giving cause for concern.  They appear to be targeting the elderly, offering a £4,000 alarm system fully fitted and maintained – free of charge???
The usual MO is a cold call telephone approach to an elderly resident telling him/her that they have been selected to receive the alarm and that a representative is in the area and will call on them to discuss the matter further.  

Following a further confirmation call from a “manager” of the company, a representative calls and somehow talks the resident into signing a contract, in some cases for large sums of money.  It is not known whether there is actually any alarm to be fitted at the end of the process, but it is strongly suspected that, at the very least, there is a degree of misrepresentation occurring. 

Lancashire Trading Standards have been informed.  
After a colleague leafleted the area it was apparent that there had been many approaches made by this company which is believed to be operating in other areas of the north of England over recent months. 

All members of Neighbourhood Watch are reminded not give any personal information over the phone.  

There is however, a genuine company in the Merseyside area called “A1 SAS” who are not connected with these cold calls. 
HOME OFFICE

The Home Office in February launched a National burglary campaign after suggestions had been muted that crime might rise in the current economic downturn.

To co-incide with this they launched a new website with a practical home security advice which includes a self-assessment tool to help people grade their home security.  The website is: 

www.homeoffice.gov.uk/secureyourhome
INFO FROM TRADING STANDARDS 
Internet scams on the increase 
Lancashire Trading Standards Service is urging internet users to be vigilant against online fraudsters as recent national research of 1400 adults shows that online scams are on the increase.  This type of fraud  accounts for a substantial part of the estimated three million UK consumers who fall victim to scams sent by email, internet, post, text, and the phone every year, collectively losing £3.5billion.

23 per cent of UK internet users surveyed said that they, or their close friends and family, had been targeted by phishing scams in the past 12 months, compared to just eight per cent the year before, while over 1 in 6 had fallen prey to other scam emails or websites.

Trading Standards warn that the findings highlight the increasing need for vigilance against online fraudsters, and reminds the public to be vigilant to the dangers of ever more sophisticated online scams. Never respond to offers promising vast lottery wins or 'get rich quick' opportunities and never disclose personal details to people you don't know.

Three of the most common e-mail scams which consumers should look out for are:
1.  Phishing - the email appears to come from your bank, a company you regularly do business with, a Government Department or from your social networking site and directs you to a mocked up website that asks you to provide personal data such as account details, passwords and credit card numbers. The site is fake and your details can be used to commit identity fraud.
2.  Bogus foreign lotteries - you are told you have won a foreign lottery but to claim your winnings must send off money to cover administrative fees. Often your personal details will also be requested and used to commit identity fraud.
3.  Advance fee scams - someone asks you to help transfer a large sum of money out of a foreign country in return for a share of the spoils but they are just looking to empty your bank account. A recent variation involves being asked to part with money for "taxes" and "visas" in relation for a fake job offer.

People who have fallen victim to internet frauds should contact their local police station. Phishing emails should be reported to the relevant bank using the contact details on their website or by sending an email to reports@banksafeonline.org.uk, as well as your Internet Service Provider (ISP).

For free, independent, easy to follow advice about online safety, visit http://www.getsafeonline.org.
For more information on scams in general and what to watch out for visit further http://www.consumerdirect.gov.uk/watch_out/scams/  If you think you have been the victim of a scam, or you suspect a scam, call Consumer Direct for clear, practical consumer advice on 08454 04 05 06.  (11th Feb 09)






