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 Newsletter
June 2009  
Neighbourhood Watch Week 
15-21st June 2009   

Burglaries during May  

The following are the burglary figures which have been recorded for both Chorley and the rural areas.   

	Area - Dwelling
	May 2008
	May 2009

	Chorley
	9
	4

	Rurals
	7
	7

	Area – Non Dwelling
	May 2008
	May 2009

	Chorley
	20
	17

	Rurals
	15
	13


Neighbourhood Watch Week 

The week commencing 15th June 2009 is National Neighbourhood Watch week and the main feature of this week is action against burglary.  

The burglaries in our area which we would like to highlight during this week include: 

· Sneak ins – this is where the premises are left insecure with either a window, or door left open, and the offender enters through without any resistance.  Make sure that your doors and windows are secure when you leave your home, and the ground floor level ones especially at night.  The Constabulary are issuing a crime prevention message on a cardboard trainer with delivery, through any open windows and doors they come across, advising them that they have been visited by the Police in this case not a criminal.  Please advise your watch about this initiative.   

· Forced windows, or doors.  It is important that whilst we are all going about our business that we all keep our eyes and ears open and if, we see anyone acting suspiciously, e.g.  someone you don’t know who is going round the back of a neighbour’s house – not normally the actions of general visitor to the residence, that you do something about it by ringing the Police. 

· Car Key Burglaries.  These crimes are where the target involved is not actually the house – but generally the top of the range vehicle/vehicles that are parked on either the road, or the drive in front of the house.  They have located vehicle they just have to now find the keys.  Be mindful what you do with your keys – keep them out of sight and in the same place, so that in an emergency they are to hand.   We have had a number of these burglaries have occurred and where the window has just been smashed and the keys grabbed. 
· Doorstep Crimes which include selling from door to door, poor quality  workmanship including the fitting of soffits, fascias, drives, roofs, etc., and distraction burglaries.  The same people who commit one of these of offences, generally commits all three, dipping in and out as and when the situation arises.   There are a multitude of different excuses that have been given to perform these distraction burglaries but the most common by far is they represent “The Waterboard” and need entry to the premises to check “pressure” etc.  
Stop Press:  On 2nd June 2009 there has been a distraction burglary committed in the Adlington area yesterday where a male has knocked on the rear door and asked her to come into her back garden to check for his ball.  Whilst distracting her, another male has entered the house and stolen money, etc.  

There was also another incident   approximately 30 minutes earlier, in the same area, where there were two males found in an elderly ladies garden.  One was described as aged approx 16/17 yrs of age, 5’5” tall, slim build wearing white shirt.   The other male was described as 50s.  No crime was actually committed at this address, but obviously there is someone highly active in this area.    
There are several crime prevention measures that you can utilise in the protection of your home.  These can include investing in the purchase of other layers of security, these could include a house alarm, a safe (which should be attached to either an outside wall, or to a solid floor), or even cctv.   

It is also important that the other type of burglaries where premises are targeted, which are specifically not dwellings, should also be highlighted.  These include business premises, schools, garages, sheds, etc.  Focusing on the average garden shed can contain a valuable collection of such items as tools, bicycles, lawn mowers, garden furniture, etc.  Through upgrading the security on your shed, outhouse, or garage, you can also ensure that tools are not easily available for utilisation against your neighbourhood.   

Items which currently feature on the stolen lists in house burglaries are laptops, and computer games, and consoles, jewelry, cash, mobile phones, cameras, etc. Television have just re-emerged with the current trend for flat plasma screen televisions and their obvious second hand value have now returned as a feature on the list of property stolen from some burglaries.  In certain cases as the only item stolen.  

New Websites
Also from 15th June each region of the country will have its own regional website based on the official Neighbourhood & Home Watch site at www.mynhw.co.uk.  The sites will be available to anyone who would like to inform Watch members and their communities of forthcoming events where schemes are within your area, add web links of local and county sites which already exist and to showcase best practice for other Watch members to share.  
If you register on this site you will receive the latest updates about Neighbourhood & Home Watch week 2009, forthcoming conferences and new initiatives for NHW, and the national e-newsletter each month by adding /register.php to the above website address.  

During 2009 the Home Office NHW website will close down and the information transferred.   Information regarding Public Liability Insurance, ordering leaflets and NHW materials, who to contact for advice and support, training toolkits, future national campaigns and initiatives, and much more will be housed on the www.mynhw.co.uk site.  For the time being obtaining a licence to use the NHW logo will remain within the Home Office site, but how to reach this information in the future will be clearly signposted from this site. 
If you want to publicise anything on this website then send your information through to nhwn.1@btinternet.com.  The site boasts that it receives 15,000 new visitors to the site each week, so it could well be beneficial in letting them know what is going on in your local area.     






