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Newsletter

February 2009  
FACE THE PEOPLE EVENING

Chorley Borough Council together with other agencies, including The Police, and Neighbourhood Watch are co-ordinating a Face the People day for the residents of Chorley Borough, on Monday 9th February 2009.
Anyone from Neighbourhood Watch who is interested in attending this day is asked to attend the Lancastrian Suite, Chorley Town Hall, from 6.30 p.m. onwards. 

If any co-ordinators would like to come along and represent Chorley & District Neighbourhood Watch, and be available to answer any questions regarding the organisation I would be pleased to see you.  If you would like to attend in this capacity please contact Margaret Rushton on 01257-246384. 

Crimes
The Chorley & District area has seen an increase in the number of trailers stolen, over a five day period in the middle of January we saw the theft of 5 of these.  This information is to assist all the members of our local watches to be on the look out for anyone paying passing interest in trailers.  Owners should take as many precautions as possible to ensure that their trailers are secure.
The actual areas where the trailers have been stolen from include:


Euxton


Heskin 


And Ulnes Walton.

Slightly further afield, but still close to our area in January there have also been 3 other trailers stolen from the following areas:


Farington


And two from Little Hoole.

These areas are included within the Southern division boundaries, so there is someone definitely highly active in the theft of trailers.  
Another crime which has appeared again on our borders with Leyland involved hook and cane burglaries where the offender has been looking to locate the keys in the houses, for the vehicle on the drive.  Please be mindful about the location of your keys, even when you are at home, and make sure that they are not on sight, either through the letterbox, or a window.  
Burglaries
There has been a lot of media coverage recently regarding a rise in the number of burglaries (intimating that this is due to the recession) so I have collated some facts and figures regarding burglaries during 2009/2008/2007/2006 covering the last three month period.  

Total yearly figures for burglaries for all of the rural areas surrounding Chorley town are as follows:

	Rurals
	2008
	2007
	2006

	Dwelling
	97
	121
	135

	Other than
	213
	231
	165


Rurals – Monthly figures 
	January
	2009
	2008
	2007

	Dwelling
	8
	7
	15

	Other than
	12
	12
	23

	December
	2008
	2007
	2006

	Dwelling
	6
	10
	12

	Other than
	28
	22
	21

	November
	2008
	2007
	2006

	Dwelling
	9
	15
	15

	Other than 
	18
	18
	14


Chorley Area (including Euxton & Astley Village) total yearly figures for burglaries:

	Chorley
	2008
	2007
	2006

	Dwelling
	102
	131
	147

	Other than
	208
	177
	246


Monthly figures for Chorley area
	January 
	2009
	2008
	2007 

	Dwelling
	6
	9
	14

	Other than
	12
	19
	14

	December
	2008
	2007
	2006

	Dwelling
	2
	9
	8

	Other than
	19
	19
	24

	November 
	2008
	2007
	2006

	Dwelling
	5
	12
	11

	Other than 
	20
	12
	20


As you can see from the figures there has not been any drastic differences in them over the three month period in the last three years, but obviously the higher figures involve burglary others which are associated to sheds, garages (that are not attached to houses with a connecting door), businesses, schools etc.  As Neighbourhood Watch members we can all be observant and advise the Police, if we see anything suspicious. 

With regard to dwelling burglaries statistics still show that 2 in every 10 breaks are through an insecure door, or window.  So please ensure that you lock all doors and windows prior to leaving your home. 

Digital Switchover
Further to the reference last month that we made regarding the Digital Switchover the Police have been contacted by a couple of over 75’s year old residents who have had visitors advising them that they have come regarding the switchover and attempting to get them to purchase items.  

Please be advised that the following is from the official Digital switchover site with relevant information regarding the help that is available. 

Am I eligible for the Help Scheme?
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You are eligible for the Switchover Help Scheme if:

· You are aged 75 or over, or 

· You have lived in a care home for 6 months or more, or 

· You are registered blind or partially sighted, or 

· You get (or could get): 

· Disability living allowance, or 

· Attendance or constant attendance allowance, or 

· Mobility supplement 

Still unsure?
 Please call them on 08456 50 50 50

 
What will people get?

All eligible households will be entitled to a choice of options for getting their digital TV services, depending on what platforms are regionally available. 

Help will include providing the necessary equipment to convert one television set. The equipment will be designed with the user’s needs in mind. If necessary, the Scheme will also help with installation and use of equipment, and provide an aerial replacement. 

Households will be able to choose: 

· A terrestrial digital box provided by the scheme and, if required, help to install and use it 

· A digital television recorder or an integrated digital TV for an extra cost 

· A free satellite service for an extra cost 

· Some money off a subscription service, such as Sky, Virgin Media or BT Vision 
See Digital TV equipment for more help in choosing equipment and services. Also for further information on the help scheme please visit the Switchover Help Scheme website. 







