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Current Crime Trends
As an area we have been visited over the last month by the distraction burglars, but Adlington seems to be the main target.  Residents have recently been visited on a number of occasions where the culprits have been in the area for about half an hour just after 5 p.m. the last time on a Monday.   The other area where we experienced a distraction burglary was at Hoghton were the perpetrators used the “waterboard” and water pressure reason for gaining entry.  The male involved in this offence was described as white, aged 19 years, proportionate build with a North West accent, short brown straight hair wearing casual clothing. 

In the Adlington area they used the 
pretext of a fault with a neighbour’s washing machine and complications with the water to gain entrance to two properties.  There were two males described as follows: Younger male was described as white, clean shaven with short black wavy hair.  The older male described as white, aged 60 years, heavy build, with moustache, local accents, and wearing cloth cap and brown tweed jacket. 

Burglaries:

The following are the burglary figures for June that have been recorded for both Chorley and the rural areas and for the corresponding month during 2008.
	Area - Dwelling
	July 08
	July 09

	Chorley
	7
	8

	Rurals
	7
	12

	Area – Non Dwelling
	July 08
	July 09

	Chorley
	19
	18

	Rurals
	20
	5


Operation Julius 

Which featured on last month’s newsletter has now finished for the month of July, although some of the initiatives will be carried on over the coming months.  Some of the statistics released by the Constabulary are as follows: 

OPERATION Julius has been hailed a success after 440 people were arrested in the month-long campaign aimed at tackling burglary in Lancashire.

Almost £300,000 of stolen property has been recovered and almost 5,000 visits and warnings carried out on burglary suspects.

More than 6,000 burglary suspects have been stopped and searched, 200 search warrants have been executed and 141 vehicles seized, as well as more than 880 visits to second hand shops. 

Over the month, burglaries across the county saw an 11 per cent reduction on the same period last year.

Action during Operation Julius included identifying Lancashire’s top 30 burglary offenders, executing warrants and providing high visibility police patrols in burglary hot spot areas as well as enforcing a ‘ring of steel’ to ensure non-Lancashire offenders cannot come into the county to commit burglaries.

We used a range of overt and covert tactics to tackle suspected offenders, some of which involved filming them to prevent burglaries, the use of Automatic Number Plate Recognition technology and warning letters designed to alert them of our intention to crack down on burglary.  Supt Chris Bithell
Crimestoppers

The Crimestoppers Trust was set up in 1988 and is the only UK charity aimed at putting criminals behind bars through an anonymous Freephone number:

0800 555 111

Callers with information on crimes will not be asked for their name.  This anonymity is the key to the success of the scheme, because it provides callers with complete safety from reprisals.

When Crimestoppers started they worked in partnership with the Police operating through 31 UK regions with each call centre supported by a board of volunteers drawn from the local business community and the media.  

Crime reduction is the responsibility of the whole community, not just the Police.  With your help they can reduce serious offences and petty crime to make our streets safer.

If you have a computer you can visit their website to see what they are aiming to achieve, or if you require any further information about helping to fight crime.  Their address is:

http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Trading Standards Scam Info 

Thinking of Renting – think again 

Please note that looking for properties to rent over the internet may have its pitfalls - recent complaints from the Preston area indicate tenants are dealing with individuals claiming to be landlords looking to rent out properties, but to be currently working abroad and unable to fly back.  The 'landlord' states that he requires some proof of good intention. Once in receipt of a deposit moneygram, he is untraceable and has no connection with the offered property.  Mr Parry is one names used but that will probably change each time.

Mobility Aids: 

Information regarding residents in Langho were asked to watch out for a company believed to be cold calling in the area and selling mobility aids such as scooters, stairlifts and bath aids.  Recent reports suggest that the unnamed company is refraining from giving contact details and using hard sell tactics on older consumers.  Just in case they decide to try our area. 

Lottery Winners – Still Circulating 

The latest Euromillion Lottery letter scam has been reported from the Poulton area, where residents are receiving heavily personalised letters promising untold riches.  The company quotes a  Oxford Street, London W1D1LY address on its letters in order to create an air of respectability. Meanwhile the similar Spanish Euromillions Lottery of Madrid is targeting the Burnley, Pendle and Morecambe areas with letters.

And finally 
Please be aware that Poulton-le-Fylde is currently being targeted by paving companies cold calling, allegedly not giving cancellation rights (a criminal offence), and carrying out substandard work.  On one occasion seven men with Irish accents in a silver van bearing a mobile number and an 0800 number on the side, damaged the drains of an older recently bereaved resident, cut through a cable, left the driveway in such a state that it will have to be re-done, and tried to charge £3000 for the work. On a second occasion a team led by a man called Patrick driving a Mitsubishi carried out a poor paving job, and became aggressive towards the vulnerable consumer when challenged about his practices, attempting to enter the house. It is the third similar complaint received by Trading Standards in two days and it is not yet known if the matters are linked.  Again for information just in case they come our way.  






